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A  Practical,  Usable,  1 2- Vowel 

PHONETIC  ALPHABET 

The  alphabet  with  which  this  booklet  is  printed  has 
a  letter  for  each  distinct  vowel  sound.  Except  weak 
variants  and  diphthongs,  for  which  no  special  charac- 
ters are  provided,  each  vowel  represents  the  one  sound 
shown  in  the  key  words  and  no  other.  Whatever 
sound  a  vowel  has  in  one  word,  it  has  in  every  other 
word  in  which  it  is  used,  with  the  exceptions  noted 
above.  The  name  of  each  vowel  is  identical  with  its 
sound.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  old  vowels  retain  each 
the  long  sound  only.  The  change  in  spelling  does  not 
change  the  pronunciation  of  any  word. 

In  Part  One  no  change  has  been  made  in  the  spell- 
ing of  words  except  to  substitute  the  new  vowels  for 
the  old  in  syllables  where  they  apply.  All  syllables 
containing  the  long  sound  of  any  vowel  retain  the  old 
spelling,  no  matter  how  the  long  vowel  sound  is  repre- 
sented, and  all  silent  letters  are  retained. 

In  Part  Two  the  words  are  spelled  phonetically,  k, 
q  and  x,  being  duplicates,  are  dropped  out,  c  has  the 
sound  of  k  except  when  used  in  a  digraph,  (  as  ch  in 
church),  while  s  is  substituted  for  c  where  c  has  the 
soft  sound.  The  sound  of  q  or  qu  is  represented  by  cw, 
and  the  sound  of  x  by  c  or  cs.  The  hard  sound  of  s  is 
represented  by  z,  g  retains  the  hard  sound  only,  while 
the  soft  sound  of  g  is  represented  by  j. 
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KEY  TO  PRONUNCIATION 

THE  12  VOWELS  AND  THEIR  SOUNDS 

The  key  words  below  will  serve  to  show  a  few  of 
the  thousands  of  monstrous  inconsistencies  in  the 
spelling  of  the  English  language. 

NAME 

LETTERS  AS  IN 

a  bale,  bay,  bait,  eight,  freight. 

a  on,  alms,  are,  not,  was,  what,  of,  body. 

a  at,  air,  pear,  heir,  and,  has,  than. 

e  be,  key,  queen,  keen,  machine,  yield. 

e  bet,  any,  said,  bury,  leopard,  says,  friend,  heifer. 

i  bite,  fight,  write,  try,  height,  eye. 

%  bit,  been,  is,  minute,  busy,  build,  system,  cyst, 
cities,  biscuit,  surfeit. 

o      bone,  moan,  grown,  mould,  mode,  beau,  thorough. 

p  ball,  for,  or,  all,  north,  lost,  cause,  off,  brought, 
law,  aught. 

u      bruit,  view,  lieu,  knew,  flue,  slough,  sluice,  suit, 
you. 

u  room,  good,  could,  would,  should,  full,  to,  do, 
soon,  push. 

u  but,  brother,  word,  us,  son,  other,  come,  country, 
does,  nothing,  gum,  some,  search,  up,  work, 
such,  must,  earth. 

This  type  with  the  special  characters,  may  be  purchased  from  the  American  Type  Founder* 
Company,  New  York  City,  ia  large  or  small  quantities,  at  regular  foundry  type  price* 
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A  PHONETIC  ALPHABET 

ITS  USE  WILL  NOT  INCOMMODE  THE 
GENERAL  READER 

PART  ONE 


this  baklet  Is  printed  with  type  af  a  phonetic 
alphabet.  It  Is  made  by  adding  seven  new  vowel 
letter  fprms  ta  our  present  alphabet,  these  letters  are 
plredl  sumwhat  known  ta  you,  as  you  will  have  used 
them  pll,  and  an  an  averege  eight  times  each,  In  these 
furst  seven  lines,  they  will  accur  as  frequentll  from 
this  an. 

these  new  letters  are  fpr  the  most  part  so  nearll 
like  present  letter  fprms  representing  the  sounds 
these  are  made  fpr,  as  ta  be  Instantll  recag- 
nized,  and  still  differing  enugh  ta  be  easlll  distin- 
guished fram  uther  letters  heretafore  used  fpr  these 
sounds,  thare  have  bin  menl  phonetic  alphabets 
Invented  and  pffered  fpr  use,  but  nune  af  them  has,  so 
far  as  i  can  lern,  bin  so  simple,  so  redlll  campre- 
hended  pr  having  so  few  changes  fram  the  old,  and 
those  so  slight,  as  this,  uthers  have  menl  new 
characters,  and  changes  are  so  menl  and  great  that 
they  wad  Invalve  Immense  lpsses  by  a  general  dis- 
carding af  type  which  we  now  have,  thar  use  wad 
require  much  ta  be  lerned  anew  by  the  reader. 

the  seven  added  letters  represent  seven  vowel 
sounds,  each  letter  ta  take  In  part  the  place  af  a 
present  vowel  letter  which  now  represents  more  than 
one  sound,  these  new  letters  divide  the  wurk  with 
the  old,  making  a  "one  sound  one  letter"  alphabet, 
thare  are  shades  af  sounds — part  sounds — that  uther 
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phonetic  alphabets  provide  letters  fpr,  which  this 
dus  nat.  fpr  Instance,  the  forthcumlng  edition 
af  the  standard  dlctionerl  san  ta  be  Issued  by 
funk  and  wagnalls  cumpanl  af  new  yprk  cltl,  will 
use  a  phonetic  alphabet  as  a  key  ta  pronunciation 
which  fram  a  purell  scientific  point  af  view  Is  per- 
haps the  equal  af  enl  In  existence,  yet  It  uses  one 
letter  ta  represent  the  sound  af  a  In  at,  and  anuther  fpr 
a  In  air ;  one  fpr  a  In  art,  anuther  fpr  a  In  artistic ;  one 
fpr  o  In  note,  anuther  fpr  o  In  poetic,  etc.  few  will 
care  ta  have  an  alphabet  cumbered  with  added  letters 
ta  show  these  fine  distinctions,  few  know  that  these 
feeble  variations  exist,  few  In  writing  wad  know 
what  wurds  ta  apply  sume  af  these  letters  ta.  It  wad 
require  as  deep  a  knaledge  af  wurds  and  speech  sounds 
ta  know  falll  and  with  certentl  In  pll  cases  how  ta 
use  such  an  alphabet,  as  It  wad  ta  create  It.  a 
phonetic  alphabet  fpr  general  use  shad  be  so 
simple  as  ta  da  away  with  spelling  as  an  art. 
ta  adapt  fpr  general  use  enl  phonetic  alphabet 
now  used  as  a  key  ta  pronanclation  by  enl  af  our 
great  dlctionerls  wad  nat  make  spelling  a  less 
difficult  art  ta  acquire  than  It  now  Is.  It  wad 
Introduce  countless  uncertentls  even  ta  the  educated, 
these  alphabets,  sum  af  them,  are  marvels  af  erudi- 
tion and  exact  knaledge,  but  they  deal  In  menl 
mlsterls,  mlsterls  ta  pll  but  a  few.  It  Is  doubt- 
fal  if  thare  are  In  the  united  states  ta  thousand 
persuns  wha  are  thuroughll  proficient  In  speech 
sounds,  they  da  nat  abound,  even  In  our  calleges 
and  unlversltls.  It  Is  one  af  the  most  difficult, 
subtle,  Intrlcete  and  abstruse  prablems  that  one  can 
tackle,  thare  Is  no  end  ta  It,  and  thare  Is  no  clearll 
Indicated  point  ta  get  pff  at;  no  telling  just  whare 
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the  rational  ends  and  the  absurd  begins;  that  Is, 
absurd  If  fpr  general  use  as  an  alphabet.  It  Xs  better 
ta  stap  shprt  than  ta  go  ta  far.  Xt  will  be  easX  tu  add 
a  new  letter  Xf  found  ta  be  reallX  needed,  but  Impas- 
sXble  ta  get  an  unnecesserX  one  out  when  once  adapted, 
we  now  have  Xn  our  alphabet  three  duplXcete  letters 
fpr  whXch  we  have  no  real  need.  Xt  wad  seem  ta  be 
sumewhat  sXmple  ta  just  drap  them,  but  that  task  has 
fpr  generations  praved  ta  vast  fpr  the  anglo-saxon 
mind  ta  successfallX  grapple  wXth. 

verX  praperlX  profound  students  af  speech  sounds 
have  gXven  ta  the  wurld  the  benefxt  af  thar  lernXng 
Xn  makXng  phonetXc  alphabets  fpr  use  as  keys  ta  pro- 
nuncXation  fpr  text  baks.  unfprtunatelX,  though 
better  qualxfied  than  uthers  fpr  daXng  so,  they  have 
nat  presented  us  wXth  a  brief,  sXmple,  dXstXnctlX  let- 
tered alphabet  wXthout  diacrXtXcs,  and  one  whXch 
staps  shprt  af  the  tangles  af  abscure  speech  sounds, 
fpr  999  af  everX  thousand  people  such  an  alphabet 
wad  go  but  Ixttle  Xf  enX  farther  than  the  one  wXth 
whXch  thXs  Xs  printed.  In  that  estimate  af  999  i  In- 
clude the  professional  men,  printers  and  publishers, 
state  and  national  leglslatprs,  blsiness  men  and  the 
general  readers  af  current  print,  verl  few  af  enl  af 
those  classes  know  pr  care  ta  know  af  the  fine  distinc- 
tions af  speech  sounds.  If  they  did  know,  they  wad 
nat  pronounce  thar  wurds  dlfferentll  fram  what 
they  da  now.  we  all  more  pr  less  use  these  distinctions 
In  speech  without  knowing  It  pr  needing  ta  know  af 
It.  why  muss  up  an  alphabet  fpr  general  use  with 
unnecesserl  Intrlcacls,  making  It  repellent  and  can- 
fusing  ta  a  vast  majprltl  af  those  wha  are  ta  use  It, 
and  so  Increasing  the  dlfflcultl  af  Its  Introduction? 
those  wise  minded  people  wha  years  ago  did  nat  see  the 
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great  advantege  Xt  wad  be  ta  exchange  our  present 
alphabet  fpr  a  rational  phonetic  one,  are  pll  ded  now. 
thare  are  nune  left  at  present  wha  have  a  mental 
equipment  sufficient  ta  think  with  a  little,  wha  da 
nat  realize  the  absurdltls  af  our  present  prthagraphl, 
and  the  Inadequecl  af  the  alphabet  which  the  Ingllsh 
speaking  people  use  as  a  medium  af  expression,  let 
us  make  the  change,  and  let  us  make  It  now.  but 
let  us  make  It  as  easl  as  passible,  as  free  fram 
friction  as  passible,  ta  drap  the  evils  af  our  present 
alphabet,  and  take  an  betterments  which  will  surve 
ta  place  before  the  wurld  the  best  languege  In  the 
wurld,  by  means  af  the  simplest  and  best  alphabet  In 
the  wurld.  pll  this  Is  within  our  easl  reach,  we  can 
da  pll  this  now,  without  waiting  fpr  the  slow  pracess 
af  teaching  It  fram  the  lowest  schal  up.  that  wad  take 
a  generation  ta  da,  and  fpr  that  length  af  time  we 
wad  have  one  hundred  millions  af  people,  part  af  wham 
were  capable  af  using  the  new,  while  uthers  wad 
know  nuthlng  but  the  old. 

It  Is  nat  claimed  that  the  newT  fprms  herein  used 
are  the  best  that  can  be  made,  but  onll  that  they  show 
clearll  that  thare  need  be  but  few  plterations  and  verl 
little  canfusion  ta  the  prdlnerl  reader  In  changing 
fram  our  present  Inadequete  alphabet  ta  a  practical 
phonetic  alphabet,  while  a  child  pr  an  llllterete  will 
lern  a  phonetic  alphabet  and  Its  simple  uses  In  one 
tenth  the  time  It  takes  ta  lern  our  present  alphabet 
and  Its  greatll  varllng  uses,  ta  the  child  pr  llllterete 
wha  has  lerned  a  phonetic  alphabet,  as  great  facllltl 
In  reading  will  be  attained  In  four  munths  af  close 
application  as  Is  usualll  made  In  ta  pr  three  years  by 
use  af  our  present  alphabet,  ta  know  a  phonetic 
alphabet  Is  ta  know  how  ta  spell  enl  wurd  one  hears 
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pronounced,  and  ta  know  how  ta  pronounce  enX  wurd 
one  sees  In  print,  one  can  hardll  realize  how  great 
a  benefit  that  wad  be.  serlusll  Inaccurete  pronun- 
ciation wad  disappear,  a  tendencl  ta  unified  pronun- 
ciation wud  be  strpng  and  constant,  while  the  apposite 
exists  now.  by  those  wha  have  tested  It,  In  this  cuntrl, 
In  france,  and  In  Ingland,  It  Is  believed  that  1 V2  ta  2 
years  are  saved  ta  each  child  In  lernlng  ta  read  by 
means  af  a  phonetic  alphabet,  stated  dlfferentll,  the 
use  af  a  phonetic  alphabet  wad  be  equivalent  ta  add- 
ing I V2  ta  2  years  ta  each  child's  schal  life ;  In  the 
aggregate  an  plmost  Immesurable  benefit  ta  the  wurld. 
fram  the  furst  the  child  wad  make  better  progress  In 
enl  and  pll  studls  than  with  the  present  alphabet. 

the  changes  fram  our  present  alphabet  ta  the 
phonetic  with  which  this  Is  printed  are  so  easlll 
made  and  with  so  little  disturbance  ta  the  general 
reader,  and  that  fpr  onll  a  brief  time,  and  the  ad- 
vanteges  ta  be  derived  thareby  are  so  great,  that  no 
one  having  the  slightest  Interest  In  the  wurld's  well- 
being  shud  pffer  enl  abjection  ta  thar  being  made. 

the  Introduction  af  the  seven  new  letters  neces- 
serlll  results  In  spelling  menl  wurds  and  slllables 
phonetlcalll.  even  wurd  pr  slllable  whare  one  af 
these  new  characters  Is  used  Is  either  simplified  pr 
spelled  phonetlcalll,  but  aside  fram  that  In  part  one 
af  this  baklet  no  attempt  Is  made  ta  change  fram 
conventional  spelling,  phonetic  spelling,  however,  Is 
easlll  passible  with  the  new  alphabet,  as  will  be  seen 
In  reading  part  ta,  while  It  Is  Impassible  with  our 
present  alphabet,  ta  adapt  a  phonetic  alphabet  and 
with  It  phonetic  spelling,  wad  be  ta  change  our 
prthagraphl  fram  prababll  the  wurst  In  the  wurld, 
ta  the  best  In  the  wurld. 
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reasons  fpr  adapting  a  phonetic  alphabet  and 
phonetic  spelling,  as  sume  af  the  wurld's  noted 
people  see  It,  are  given  In  the  quotations  fallowing, 
but  furst  a  few  wurds  as  ta  the  Ingllsh  languege. 

"  a  scheme  af  simplified  spelling, "  a  buk  pub- 
lished by  the  simplified  spelling  societl  af  Ingland, 
alluding  ta  thar  plan  fpr  simplified  spelling,  ses : 

"Ingllsh  Is  In  menl  respects  an  easl  languege. 
Its  grammar  Is  remarkabll  simple.  Its  great 
weakness  lies  In  Its  spelling,  nuthlng  else 
stands  In  the  way  af  Its  being  the  languege  af 
International  Intercourse." 

"It  (thar  plan)  makes  Ingllsh  the  most  ser- 
viceable languege  fpr  Intercourse  within  the 
empire  and  between  nations,  no  uther  languege 
pffers  the  same  camblnation  af  advanteges  as 
ours.  It  has  a  verl  simple  grammar  and  a 
verl  rich  vocabulerl.  It  Is  the  key  ta  a  grand 
literature.  Its  onll  serlus  drpback  Is  Its — 
spelling." 

francls  a.  march,  amung  the  greatest  languege 
schalars  af  the  wurld,  recentll  deceased,  In  an  address 
delivered  before  the  amerlcan  phllolaglcal  associa- 
tion, af  which  he  was  president,  speaking  af  the 
"manstrus  spelling  af  the  Ingllsh  languege",  sed: 

"the  time  lpst  by  It  Is  a  large  part  af  the  whole 

schal  time  af  the  mass  af  men  our 

wretched  spelling  makes  millions  af  llllteretes. 
a  large  fraction  af  the  schal  time  af  the  millions 
Is  thus  stolen  fram  usefal  studls  and  devoted 

ta  most  painfal  drudgerls  It  makes 

great  numbers  af  children  hate  the  sight  af  a 
buk  fprever,  and  reluct  fram  pll  lernlng  .... 
gad  spelling  wad  Increase  by  millions  the 
number  af  easl  readers,  and  by  millions  more 

the  number  af  those  fand  af  knawledge  

we  have  attained  the  wurst  spelling  an  the 
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planet,  the  greatest  genius  amung  grammar- 
ians, jacab  grlmm,  but  a  few  years  ago  con- 
gratulated the  uther  europeans  that  the  Ingllsh 
had  nat  made  the  dlscuverl  that  a  whimsical 
antiquated  prthagraphl  stad  In  the  way  af  the 
universal  acceptance  af  thar  languege." 

charles  sumner,  amung  the  most  lerned  and 
schalarll  statesmen  this  cuntrl  has  hanpred  and  bin 
hanpred  by,  the  year  before  he  died,  sed : 

"the  Ingllsh  languege  has  an  Immense  future, 
but  thare  must  be  harmonl  between  the  written 
and  spoken  wurd." 

the  han.  joseph  medlll,  once  maypr  af  chlcpgo  and 
owner  af  the  chlcpgo  tribune,  sed : 

"the  final  supremacl  af  the  Ingllsh  languege 
In  the  far  away  future  Is  foreshadowed  by  the 
pushing  actlvltls  af  Ingllsh  and  amerlcan 
enterprise,  cammerce,  canquest  and  mlssionerl 
zeal,  the  more  closell  we  studl  the  hlstorl  af 
our  languege,  the  deeper  will  the  canvlction 
grow  that  our  written  wurds  pght  nat  ta  be 
whimsical,  lp-defylng  and  trublesume  oppres- 
sors, but  loyal  and  obedient  servants,  fplllng 
nlmbll  and  aptll  Inta  thar  places  without  the 
help  af  a  serch  wprrant." 

dr.  w.  t.  harrls,  wha  In  his  time  was  verl  promi- 
nent as  a  teacher  In  this  cuntrl,  was  superintendent 
af  schals  In  st.  lals  fpr  sume  years,  and  when  thare 
carrld  an  carefalll  conducted  experiments  In  teach- 
ing children  with  the  aid  af  a  phonetic  alphabet,  dr. 
vaile,  himself  one  af  the  most  lemed  and  progressive 
scholars  In  the  cuntrl  and  a  forcefal  advocate  of  a  re- 
fprmed  prthagraphl,  ses  af  the  wurk  af  dr.  harrls: 

"his  reports  as  superintendent  af  the  st.  lals 
schals  are  regarded  both  In  our  cuntrl  and 
europe  as  omung  the  most  valuable  literature 
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existing  an  practical  education,  he  became 
u.  s.  commissioner  of  education  In  1 889,  and  Is 
unlversalll  regarded  as  the  foremost  educatpr 
af  our  cuntrl." 

we  quote  fram  dr.  harrls'  report : 

"the  amerlcan  child  must  spend  a  large  portion 
af  his  schal  days  lernlng,  one  by  one,  the  pe- 
culiar combinations  af  the  written  wurds  af  his 
languege.  In  fact,  thare  are  at  least  five  years 
as  gad  as  thrown  away  lernlng  the  mass  af 
heterogeneus  canventionalltls  dignified  by 
the  name  af  prthagraphl.  If  the  phonetic 
alphabet  were  adapted,  the  five  years  cad  be 
saved,  and  cad  be  devoted  ta  usefal  science. 
It  has  been  demonstrated  by  actual  experiment 
that  children  will  lern  ta  spell  the  Ingllsh 
languege  far  more  cprrectll  and  In  one  half 
the  time,  by  furst  lerning  ta  read  In  the  phonet- 
ic way,  which  can  be  dune  In  a  few  days." 

dr.  e.  o.  vaile,  ("our  accursed  spelling,"  page  22) 
quotes  max  muller,  one  af  the  greatest  scholars  the 
wurld  has  produced,  lpng  the  hed  af  comparative 
phllalogl,  oxfprd  unlversltl,  and  hed  af  menl  associa- 
tions of  lernlng : 

"this  slstem  af  spelling  has  realll  becume  one 
af  the  greatest  national  mlsfprtunes,  swallow- 
ing up  millions  af  muni  even  year  and  blight- 
ing pll  attempts  at  national  education." 

muller  quotes  lprd  llttun  as  saying : 

"a  more  lying,  roundabout,  puzzle-heded  delu- 
sion than  that  by  which  we  confuse  the  clear 
Instincts  of  truth  In  our  accursed  slstem  af 
spelling,  was  never  concocted  by  the  father  af 
fplsehad." 

muller  further  ses : 

"can  this  unslstematlc  slstem  af  spelling 
Ingllsh  be  allowed  ta  go  an  fprever?    Is  ever! 
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XnglXsh  child,  as  campared  with  uther  children, 
ta  be  mulcted  Xn  ta  pr  three  years  af  his  life  Xn 
prder  ta  lern  It?  are  the  lower  classes  ta  go 
through  schal  without  lernXng  ta  read  and 

write  thar  own  languege  XntellXgentlX  ?  

i  da  nat  believe  that  such  a  state  af  thXngs  can 
pr  wXll  be  allowed  ta  go  an  fprever."  he  speaks 
af  "the  mXserX  endured  by  mXllions  af  chxldren 
at  schal,  wha  might  lern  Xn  one  year,  and  wXth 
real  advantege  ta  themselves,  what  they  now 
require  four  pr  five  years  ta  lern  and  seldum 
succeed  Xn  lernXng  after  pll." 

dr.  w.  d.  whXtnX  was  professpr  af  sanskrXt  and 
camparatXve  phXlalogX  Xn  yale  fram  1 854  untXl  hXs 
deth  Xn  1894.  he  was  edXtpr-Xn-chief  af  the  centurX 
dXctionerX.  speakXng  af  our  deplorable  spellXng,  he 
ses: 

"Xf  we  expect  that  our  tungue  becume  one  day 
a  wurld-wide  languege,  understad  and  employed 
an  everX  cantXnent  and  Xn  everX  clime,  then  Xt 
Xs  our  bounden  dutX  ta  help  prepare  the  way 
fpr  takXng  pff  Xts  neck  thXs  hevX  mXllstone. 

 we  can  nat  help  seeXng  how  serXus  an 

abstacle  ta  the  wide  extension  af  a  languege  Xs 
a  mode  af  writXng  whXch  canverts  Xt  fram  one 
af  the  easxest  Xn  the  wurld  Xnta  one  af  the 
hardest  fpr  a  fprXner  ta  acquire  and  use.  .  .  .we 
da  nat,  Xndeed,  easXlX  realize  how  much  af  the 
lernXng  time  af  each  risXng  generation  Xs  taken 
up  wXth  masterXng  the  prthographXcal  XntrXca- 
cXs,  how  much  harder  Xt  Xs  fpr  us  ta  lern  ta 
read  at  pll  and  ta  read  and  write  cprrectlX,  than 
Xt  wad  be  Xf  we  wrote  as  we  speak,  our  lan- 
guege, fram  the  sXmplXcXtX  af  Xts  grammatXcal 
structure,  wad  be  one  af  the  easxest  Xn  the 
wurld  ta  master  Xf  Xt  were  nat  loaded  wXth  Xts 
anamalus  prthagraphX." 


13 


rabert  stein,  eminent  schalar  and  writer,  now  con- 
nected with  the  geological  survey,  washlngtun, 
ses: 

"experiments  have  proved  that  with  a  pho- 
netic alphabet  children  da  lern  ta  read  and 
write  In  ta  pr  three  munths  and  need  no  further 
spelling  lessons." 

speaking  af  the  carefal  experiments  af  dr.  w.  t. 
harrls  with  a  phonetic  alphabet  In  st.  lals,  he  ses : 

"this  showed  a  saving  af  fram  1 V2  ta  2  years 
In  lernlng  ta  read.  It  was  found,  moreover, 
that  these  children  nat  onll  lerned  ta  read 
rapldll  but  that  they  lerned  ta  spell  the  prdl- 
nerl  spelling  more  cprrectll  than  uther  people." 

herewith  i  give  you  quotations  clipped  fram  a 
publication  af  the  u.  s.  guvernment,  entitled  "the 
spelling  refprm,"  by  dr.  francls  a.  march,  w.  t.  harrls 
was  at  the  time  hed  af  the  educational  department  af 
the  guvernment.  the  wurk  contains  varlus  reports 
fram  the  amerlcan  philological  association,  and 
my  quotations  are  from  them. 

"experiments  have  bin  made  In  different  parts 
af  the  cuntrl  since  1 845  ta  ascertain  the  amount 
of  time  required  ta  lern  ta  read  the  Ingllsh 
languege  when  printed  In  a  phonetic  alphabet, 
the  averege  results  have  shown  that  about  ta 
years  may  be  saved  In  lernlng  ta  read  by  the 
phonetic  method." 

speaking  af  the  carefalll  conducted  st.  lais  pho- 
netic tests,  It  ses: 

"prevlus  ta  the  Introduction  af  the  new  alpha- 
bet, the  children  required  a  year  ta  finish  the 
furst  reader  and  anuther  year  ta  finish  the 
second,  no  child  began  the  thurd  reader  before 
the  thurd  year,  with  the  phonetic  alphabet 
ta  baks  were  printed  Insted  af  one  (a  primer 
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and  a  furst  reader)  dubllng  the  amount  af  read- 
ing matter,  one  hundred  and  flftl  primarl 
teachers  commenced  teaching  the  baks,  prin- 
ted in  leigh's  (phonetic)  type,  at  the  beginning 
af  the  year,  and  In  ten  weeks'  time  pll  reported 
the  primer  finished  and  well  lerned.  a  secund 
ten  weeks  finished  the  furst  reader  with 
thoroughness.  In  the  secund  half-year  the  en- 
tire secund  reader  was  finished  by  menl 
pupils  and  at  least  one-half  af  It  by  pll.  the 
bright  pupils  wha  were  promoted  fram  class  ta 
class,  and  nat  kept  back  by  the  dull  pupils,  were 
found  ta  be  able  ta  camplete  In  the  furst  year 
the  primer  and  the  furst  reader  In  leigh's  type, 
and  the  secund  reader  and  1 00  pages  In  the 
thurd  reader  In  the  prdlnerl  spelling,  this 
showed  a  saving  af  fram  one  and  one  half  ta 

ta  years  In  lernlng  ta  read  by  the 

phonetic  alphabet  a  child  may  be  tpght  the  art 
af  reading,  nat  fluentll  but  well,  both  In  pho- 
netic and  prdlnerl  baks,  In  three  munths,  a 
task  which  Is  rarell  accomplished  In  three 
years  af  toil  by  the  old  alphabet." 

andra  carnegl,  a  man  with  a  big  purse  and  a 
hart  ta  match,  (a  combination  nat  ta  frequentlX 
found)  and  wha  has  devoted  both  muni  and  persunal 
effort  ta  Impravlng  our  orthagraphl,  ses : 

"sume  day,  i  believe,  Ingllsh  Is  destined  ta  be- 
cume  the  wurld  languege,  the  vehicle  af  under- 
standing amung  nations,  bat  Its  rise  ta  this 
position,  as  well  as  Its  present  International 
usefulness,  Is  abvlusll  hindered  by  the  absurd 
spelling,  which  praves  such  an  obstacle  ta  our 
own  children,  even  those  af  native  bprn 
parents,  no  matter  how  highll  trained  a  man's 
reasoning  power  may  be,  he  cannot  lern  ta 
spell  Ingllsh  by  analogl.  our  spelling  Is 
arbltrerl  and  not  based  an  reason,  combina- 
tions of  the  same  letters  represent  widell  dlf- 
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ferent  sounds,  think  af  the  saving  In  time 
and  effort  If  our  children  cad  lern  the  sounds 
af  the  letters  and,  using  these  sounds  as  a 
basis,  Instantll  pronounce  enl  wurd  when 
written  pr  spell  enl  wurd  when  pronounced, 
think  how  much  more  qulckll  the  fprlner 
wad  find  our  literature  open  ta  him,  be  able 
ta  get  at  furst  hand  a  knaledge  af  the  real  pur- 
pus  af  our  guvernment,  a  real  understanding 
af  our  people." 

blshap  thurwpll,  an  eminent  schalar,  laked  upan 
our  spelling  as  "a  mass  af  anamalls,  equalll  repugnant 
ta  gad  taste  and  cammun  sense." 

In  the  report  af  a  cammltte  ta  the  provincial 
association  af  nova  scotia  In  1912  this  accurs. 

"an  averege  perlad  af  ta  years  Is  spent  by- 
each  persun  In  lernlng  ta  spell  accprdlng  ta  the 
present  slstem.  under  a  rational  slstem  spell- 
ing cad  be  mastered  In  ta  munths." 

"numerus  experiments,  (cited  by  benn  pitman 
In  life  and  labers  af  ser  isac  pitman')  have 
praved  that  by  using  a  phonetic  alphabet,  It 
takes  onll  a  munth  ta  teach  children  ta  read 
with  talerable  fluencl,  and  that  they  are  tharby 
enabled,  with  verl  little  practice,  ta  read  plso 
the  prdlnerl  print,  af  this  fact  professer 
alexander  graham  bell  claims  ta  be  a  wplklng 
praf,  having  bin  tpght  by  that  methad.  In 
uther  wurds,  the  easiest  way  ta  lern  ta  read  the 
prdlnerl  print  Is  ta  begin  with  a  phonetic 
alphabet,  that  Is  ta  say,  an  alphabet  having 
one  letter  fpr  even  elementarl  sound  In  the 
languege  and  using  plways  the  same  letter  ta 
represent  the  same  sound." 
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PART  TWO 


Xn  hwXch  the  wurdz  ar  speld  fonetXcalX 

the  report  av  the  camXshun  av  educashun  fpr  the 
yer  1911,  the  latest  av  hwXch  thar  Xz  a  fal  report,  gXvz 
the  number  av  enrold  scalarz  Xn  the  scalz  av  thXs 
cuntrX  az  20,879,908o  thar  must  be  sum  mXlyunz 
mor  strivXng  ta  pXc  up  Xn  varXus  uther  waz  a  nalej 
av  our  langwejo  ar  tha  nat  pi  entitld  ta  hav  an  ezXlX 
understad  fonetXc  alfabet — wun  hwXch  wXl  mac  thar 
seal  daz  and  pi  thar  studXz  much  mor  XnterestXng 
and  efXshent,  gXvXng  the  plezhur  and  glad  thrXl  av 
sucses  Xnsted  av  the  pan  and  wurX  and  the  stXng  av 
defet?  even  pthprXtX  that  i  hav  found  an  the  sub- 
ject, and  i  hav  dug  nat  a  lXtl  Xn  that  feld,  plasez  the 
savXng  av  tim  bi  the  yus  av  a  fonetXc  alfabet  at  nat 
les  than  fram  wun  and  a  haf  ta  ta  yerz  ech,  and  sum 
ta  much  mor  than  thato  ta  ech  XndXvXdual  pupXl 
that  Xz  an  enprmus  gan,  equXvalent  ta  adXng  wun 
and  a  haf  ta  ta  yerz  ta  ech  child'z  seal  lif.  fpr  9  av 
everX  10,  that  Xz  the  most  Xmpprtant  perXad  av  lifo  that 
realX  menz  adXng  an  agregat  av  fram  30,000,000  ta 
40,000,000  seal  yerzo  alowXng  at  yerz  as  an  averej  av 
a  child'z  seal  lif,  Xt  menz  that  thurtX  mXlyun  ta  fprtX 
mXlyun  yerz  ma  be  savd  and  devoted  utherwiz  ta 
further  educashun  ech  at  yerzo  hwar  els  Xn  human 
egzXstens  Xz  thar  such  ecstravagant  and  such  unnes- 
eserX  wast?  hwar  els  such  wid  open  apertunXtX  ta 
sav?  sav,  ta,  hwar  Xt  Xs  ezxer  and  cheper  ta  sav 
than  nat  ta  savo 
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during  even  at  yerz  twentX  mXlyun  lxtl  men  and 
wXmen  mac  furst  obesans  ta  the  wurld  and  asc  at  our 
handz  the  rezunabl  faver  av  the  ezxest,  cwXcest, 
plezantest  and  most  reliabl  wa  ta  fxt  themselvz  fpr 
gad,  wiz,  XntelXjent  and  eflshent  sXtXzenshXpo  that 
endles,  Xnsesant  proseshun  wXl  nat  be  stado  twentX 
mXlyun  ar  and  fprever  wXl  be  canstantlX  an  that  jabo 
shal  we  stxl  turn  that  vast  strem  av  helples  and  Xma- 
tur  humanXtX  Xnta  a  feld  av  caas,  blindlX  ta  grop, 
stumbl  and  druj,  bewXlderd  at  everX  turn,  ever  dXs- 
curejd  and  ever  dXsmad,  hwen  we  can,  az  bi  the  turn- 
Xng  av  a  hand,  gXv  them  candXshunz  fpr  abtanXng  a 
respectabl  and  yusfal  educashun  bi  menz  av  the 
sXmplest  alfabet  and  the  most  camplet  langwej  that 
the  wurld  afordz?  the  seven  thouzand  af  thez  na 
cumerz  aded  ech  da  Xn  the  yer  wXl  be  band  pr  blest 
az  we  da  pr  da  nat  gXv  them  a  helpXng  hando 

that  the  alfabet  her  prezented  and  bi  hwXch  thXs 
artXcl  Xz  prXnted  duz  nat  tech  pi  that  an  ecspert  fXlalo- 
jXst  mit  wXsh  ta  hav  Xt  da,  goz  wXthout  saXng ;  but 
thar  ar  menX  haz  ampl  scalarshXp  wXl  never  be  douted, 
ha  se  the  danjer  av  a  ta  elaborat  dXstXn^wXshXng  av 
wee  soundz  bi  leterz,  and  the  evXl  rezults  tharafo 
tamas  ro  lounzberX,  a  professer  av  XnglXsh  fpr  menX 
yerz  Xn  yal,  hwar  he  stxl  retanz  an  emerXtus  pozXshun, 
Xz  a  volumXnus  riter  an  the  XnglXsh  langwej,  and 
hXz  nalej  tharaf  Xz  prabablX  az  grat  az  that  av  enX 
lXvXng  scalaro  i  cwot  fram  an  artXcl  av  hXz  prXnted 
sum  yerz  ago  Xn  the  senchurX  magazeno  specXng  av 
the  slit  dxferensez  Xn  soundz  fpr  hwXch  separet  let- 
erz ar  uzd  Xn  sum  alfabets,  he  sez : 

"thez  dxferensez  wad  go  unreprezentedo  no 
alfabet  that  Xz  Xntended  ta  be  a  wurcXng  wun 
wad  ever  set  out  ta  dXstXngwXsh  enX  but 

18 


brpdlX  marct  and  clerlx  defind  soundzo  the  fXl- 
alojXst  can  get  up  hXz  caracterz  canvaXng  dell- 
cat  dXstXncshunz,  even  av  Xntonashun  ;  the  cam- 
un  man  duz  nat  ned  themo  o  o  o  o  so,  Xn 
the  mater  av  soundz,  a  fonetXc  alf abet  wad  marc 
onlX  thoz  brpd  and  cler  dXstXncshunz  hwXch 
ar  aparent  ta  the  prdXnerX  meno  prthagrafX 
bast  an  such  an  alfabet  wad  asum,  az  the  verX 
foundashun  upan  hwXch  ta  bas  Xtself,  the 
egzXstens  av  a  standard  pronunsXashuno  Xt  Xz 
that  alon  hwXch  the  spelXng  wad  recagnizo 
provXnshal  specerz  az  a  cansecwens  wad  plwaz 
hav  befor  thar  iz,  Xn  the  fprm  av  a  wurd  Xtself, 
the  praper  pronunsXashun  av  Xt,  bi  hwXch  tha 
wad  be  abl  ta  campar,  and  Xf  neseserX  cprect, 
thar  ono  o  o  o  but  a  fonetXc  spelXng,  wuns 
establXsht,  wad  tech  Xts  on  pronunsXashun 
wXthout  help  fram  enX  uther  cwprtero  o  o  o  o 
pi  the  mitX  Xnfluens  welded  bi  educashun  Xm- 
pozXng  Xts  lpz  upan  the  child,  and  a  prXnted 
lxterachur  apelXng  canstantlX  ta  the  i  av  the 
adult,  wXl  be  unsesXnglX  at  wurc  ta  hold  pro- 
nunsXashun stedXlX  ta  Xts  plaso" 
the  faloXng  ecstracts  fram  reports  av  the  amerXcan 
fXlolajXcal  asosiashun  emfasiz  the  dezirabxlxtx  av 
the  sXmplest  pasXbl  efXshent  fonetXc  alfabeto 

"an  alfabet  Xntended  fpr  yus  bi  a  vast  camunXtX 
ned  nat  atempt  an  egzpstXv  analXsXs  av  the 
elements  av  uterans  and  a  reprezentashun  av  the 
nisest  varietXz  av  artXculashun ;  Xt  ma  wel  lev 
ram  fpr  the  pla  av  XndXvXdual  and  local  pronun- 
sXashuno" 

"the  jeneral  standard  must  plwaz  be  severlX 
sXmplo   Xt  Xz  nat  dezirabl  ta  admXt  Xn  Xt  the 

19 


ever-varXXng  glidz  and  fXnXshez  and  culprXngz 
av  fashunabl  pr  vulgar  artXculashun ;  pr  evn 
the  most  stabl  and  jeneral  culprXngz  produst 
bi  adjasent  leterz  az  lpng  az  tha  ar  wXthout 
sXgnXfXcanso" 

"no  langwej  haz  ever  had,  pr  Xz  liclX  ta  hav,  a 
perfect  alfabet,  and  Xn  chanjXng  and  amendXng 
the  mod  av  ritXng  av  a  langwej  lpng  rXten,  re- 
gard must  neseserXlX  be  had  ta  hwat  Xs  prac- 
tXcalX  pasXbl  cwit  az  much  az  ta  hwat  Xz  Xn- 
herentlX  dezirablo" 

the  faloXng  fram  the  prefes  av  wun  av  macs 
muler'z  wurcs  shoz  the  sam  trend  av  thpt  toard  a 
sXmpl  alfabeto 

"pi  ecsperxens,  past  and  prezent,  shoz  us  a  ten- 
densX,  nat  toard  grater  refinment  bi  XncresXng 
the  alfabetXcal  sinz,  but  toard  grater  sXmplXsXtX 
bi  redusXng  themo" 

we  ma  count  Xt  setld  that  Xt  Xz  nat  wiz  ta  lod  an 
alfabet  lie  thXs  wXth  further  Xmpravmentso  plpzXbl 
reznz  ma  be  gXvn  fpr  daXng  so,  but  uther  mater  aded 
befor  fal  Xntroducshun  wad  hav  far  grater  power  ta 
sXnc  than  ta  ado  az  Xt  Xz,  Xf  the  guvernment  wad  at 
wuns  Xntrodus  Xt  Xnta  the  scalz  av  Xts  wprdz — amung 
the  hawayanz,  the  fXlXpenoz,  the  porto  recanz,  natXv 
alascanz,  XndXan  scalz  and  the  scalz  av  the  dXstrXct  av 
columbXa,  the  gad  rezults  wad  be  sen  plmost  Xm- 
edlatlX,  and  the  stats  wad  falo  sut  wXth  lXtl  delao  wun 
can  scarslX  mezhur  the  advantejez  that  wad  falo  the 
adapshun  av  that  cors  bi  the  Uo  So  guvernmento  Xt 
wad  gXv  the  XnglXsh  specXng  wurld  an  abject  lesn 
that  wad  wurc  az  a  cantajuno  everX  child  bprn  be- 
neth  an  anglo-sacsun  flag  Xs  entitld  ta  a  nalej  av  the 
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XnglXsh  langwej,  and  hwat  he  lacs  av  getXng  Xt  Xz  so 
much  stolen  fram  hXm  bi  thoz  ha  shad  protect  hXm 
and  se  that  he  gets  hXz  duzo 

XnglXshmen  ar  camplanXng  that  the  bar  langwej 
Xz  outstrXpXng  XnglXsh  thruout  Xngland'z  vast  pozesh- 
unz  Xn  south  afrXcao  tha  frelX  admXt  that  the  cam- 
plecsXtX  and  dXfXcultXz  av  the  XnglXsh  prthagrafX  ar 
the  chef  cpzezo  campard  wXth  that  uzd  bi  the  barz,  Xt 
Xz  sed  ta  be  hopleslX  XnferXaro  the  Xntroducshun  av 
thXs  alfabet  thruout  pi  thar  scalz  wad  at  wuns  revers 
candXshunzo 

fpr  jenerashunz  Xt  haz  bXn  non  and  frelX  and 
jeneralX  admXted  that  the  plmost  unlernabl  prtha- 
grafX  av  the  XnglXsh  langwej  waz  the  wun  un- 
crpsabl  bar  that  prevented  the  camun  pepl  av  ashXa, 
the  subjects  av  grat  brXtn,  fram  lernXng  the  XnglXsh 
langwejo  thoz  pepl  can  nether  red  npr  understand 
hwat  thar  guvernment  propozez  ta  da  wXth  them  pr 
fpr  themo  Xt  Xz  a  serXus  reproch  ta  the  hoi  anglo- 
sacsun  wurld  that  Xt  daz  nat  gXv  everX  child  bprn 
beneth  Xts  flagz  the  sXmplest,  ezxest  and  most  efXshent 
maner  av  lernXng  how  ta  red,  rit  and  spec  the  XnglXsh 
langwejo  the  65,000,000  chxldren  av  seal  aj  Xn  the 
ashXatXc  pozeshunz  av  the  united  cXngdum  ar  groXng 
up,  fpr  the  most  part,  w^Xth  verX  lXtl  nalej  av  the  XnglXsh 
langwej,  pr  av  the  grat  actXv  and  progresXv  wurld  Xn 
hwXch  tha  lXvo  gXv  the  child  a  chanso  hwatever 
hXz  ras,  gXv  hXm  a  chanso  help  hXm  ta  lern  the 
XnglXsh  langwej  Xn  the  brefest,  most  efectXv  and  plez- 
antest  manero  Xn  daXng  so  yu  gXv  hXm  the  ecstra  ta 
yerz  av  lernXng,  and  bi  Xt  thra  hXz  entir  lif  yu  wXl  ad 
power  ta  hXz  gad  rit  arm  and  efXshensX  and  sertentX  ta 
pi  hXz  mental  prasesezo  Xt  wXl  mac  hXm  a  beter  man 
fpr  hXmself,  fpr  hXz  famalX,  fpr  hXz  naburhad,  fpr  hXz 
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nashun,  fpr  hXz  ras  and  fpr  the  wurldo  gXv  hXm  a 
chanso 

much  tim  and  munX,  bact  bi  lernXng  and  abXlXtX 
av  the  hiest  prder,  hav  fpr  sum  yerz  bXn  devoted  ta 
the  cpz  av  sXmplXfid  spdXngo  the  Xnan  apozXshun 
and  rXdXcul  that  at  furst  canfrunted  the  mavment 
hav  bXn  about  silenst,  and  tharfor  a  gad  foundashun 
fpr  fuchur  sucsesfal  wurc  haz  bXn  lad ;  but  so  far  az 
uzXng  sXmplXfid  spelXng  bi  publXsherz  Xz  cansernd, 
the  rezult  haz  nat  bXn  verX  encurejXng  npr  pi  Xt  shad 
hav  bXno 

sum  av  the  sXmplXfid  spelXng  advocats  ar  alowXng 
twCntX  yerz  mor  ta  acamplXsh  Xts  camplet  Xntroduc- 
shuno  Xf  onlX  wun  av  thez  nu  vowel  leterz  wer  Xn- 
trodust  Xnta  curent  prXnt  ech  yer,  fonetXc  spelXng  cad 
be  falX  establXsht  Xn  seven  yerz,  hwil  the  chXldren 
and  XlXterets  cad  hav  the  benefxt  av  Xt  at  wuns,  and 
pi  the  wurld  fpr  pi  fucher  ajezo 

fonetXc  spelXng  setlz  the  sXmplXfid  spelXng  prablem 
campletlX,  and  just  az  everX  advocat  av  sXmplXfid 
spelXng  ecspects  and  dezirz  that  Xt  wXl  sum  da  be 
setldo  fonetXc  spelXng  bi  thXs  alfabet  wad  rech  the 
gol  av  sXmplXfid  spelXng  bi  a  nulX  survad,  shprter 
and  beter  rodo 

Xf  nuzpaperz  and  magazenz  shad  prXnt  fonetXcalX 
wun  calum  pr  paj  av  ech  Xshu,  Xn  a  shprt  tim  tha  cud 
prXnt  altagether  fonetXcalX  wXthout  Xn  the  lest  jarXng 
the  sensXbXlXtXz  av  thar  rederzo  Xf  Xt  cad  be  that 
fpr  ta  wees  pi  curent  prXnts  wad  be  Xshud  speld  bi 
menz  av  thXs  alfabet,  falX  Xn  fonetXc,  nat  wun  XntelX- 
jent  persun  wad  be  wXlXng  ta  go  bac  ta  the  oldo  fpr 
no  mater  how  scXld  the  reder  Xn  the  old  spelXng,  the 
sXmplXsXtX  and  unXfprmXtX  av  the  fonetXc  spelXng, 
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the  sertentl  av  pronunsXashun,  and  the  perfect 
legXbXlXtX  av  the  wurc  wad  be  so  aparent  and  the  re- 
lef  ta  the  iz  so  grat,  that  no  wun  wXth  a  lxtl  bxt  av 
camun  sens  wad  be  wXlXng  ta  go  bac  ta  the  oldo 

ta  da  wXthout  capXtal  leterz  Xz  nat  a  neseserX  part 
<iv  thXs  plan  fpr  a  fonetXc  alfabeto  Xt  Xz,  however, 
clamd  bi  menX  that  thar  wad  be  Xmpprtant  advantajez 
Xn  abandanXng  thar  yus,  and  the  fact  that  we  da  nat 
mis  pr  ned  them  Xn  spech  semz  ta  prav  that  tha  ar 
superfluuso  i  belev  that  Xt  wad  be  beter  ta  drap  them, 
and  thXs  baclet  Xz  prXnted  wXthout  capXtalz  ta  sho  a 
sampl  av  such  wurco  le  maitre  phonetique,  prgan  av  the 
Xnternashunal  fonetXc  asosXashun,  publXsht  Xn  frans 
and  yuzXng  menX  langwejez,  Xz  prXnted  cheflX  wXth- 
out capXtalz,  and  acazhunalX  uther  mater  so  prXnted 
aperzo  Xn  redXng  Xt  wun  Xz  nat,  ecsept  at  furst,  dXs- 
turbd  bi  thar  absenso  Xt  afendz  the  i  alono  thXs 
subject  iz  mor  falX  dXscust  Xn  a  pamflet  entitld  "sXcs 
thouzand  camun  XnglXsh  wurdz,  thar  camparatXv 
frecwensX  and  hwat  can  be  dun  wXth  them,"  hwXch  i 
publXsht  Xn  1911o  i  canfes  ta  a  lxtl  shac  hwen  i  furst 
sp  the  prXnted  praf  av  part  wun  av  thXs  wurc  and  the 
namz  av  a  number  av  the  wurld'z  gratest  scalarz  prXnt- 
ed, XnXshalz  and  pi,  Xn  loer  cas  tipo  red  ta  me  aloud  bi 
utherz,  az  i  hav  had  Xt  dun  bi  menX  persunz  ta  not  the 
fasXlXtX  wXth  hwXch  Xt  can  be  red  at  furst,  Xt  pravz 
ta  be  pi  rito  Xt  Xz  the  i  alon  that  rezents  the  chanjo 
but  the  i  Xz  a  felo  av  XnfXnXt  prejudXso  we  canat 
aford  ta  humer  hXz  hwXmz,  becpz  Xt  Xz  ta  our  harm, 
and  ledz  us  ta  waz  wXthout  camun  senso  he  XnsXsts 
an  our  spelXng  bo,  b-e-a-u,  patXng  Xn  thre  leterz  hav- 
Xng  nuthXng  hwatever  ta  da  wXth  the  pronunsXashun 
and  levXng  out  wun  av  the  ta  hwXch  ar  pi  that  ar 
neded  ta  mac  pronunsXashun  perfecto    no  wun, 
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fonetXcalX  tpt,  wad  spel  the  wurd  enl  uther  wa  than 
b-o,  pr  cad  pasXblX  mXspronouns  Xt  hwen  so  speldo 
In  our  prthagrafl  we  hav,  much  ta  our  harm,  and  fpr 
lpng  enuf,  violated  gad  manerz  and  camun  sens  tu 
plez  the  io  the  i  Xz  techablo  we  must  mac  Xt  our 
servant  and  nat  our  master,  fpr  the  chxldren  ar  cplXng 

USo 

Xt  duz  gXv  wun,  at  furst,  a  lXtl  shac  ta  find  wurdz 
speld  dXferentlX  than  he  Xz  uzd  tao  the  mor  absurd 
the  old  spelXng,  the  grater  the  shac  at  fonetXc  spelXngo 
stXl  az  the  chanj  Xz  fram  the  absurd  ta  that  av  rezn 
wun  ha  haz  the  rezn  wXl  survivo  we  ma  nat  mind 
Xt  so  much  ta  se  great  speld  g-r-a-t,  but  hwen  we 
se  eight  speld  a-t,  thar  Xz  liclX  ta  be  a  mor  livlX 
spazmo  however,  hwen  the  shac  haz  cwieted  down 
a  lXtl,  the  victim  wXl  begXn  ta  wunder  ha  the 
fal  cad  hav  bXn  ha  furst  thpt  ta  put  Xn  the  for  leterz 
hwXch  canat  hav  enXthXng  ta  da  wXth  pronounsXng 
the  wurd  and  ta  lev  out  wun  av  the  ta  leterz  hwXch 
av  themselvz  spel  the  wurd  perfectlXo 

thXs  jenerashun  and  faloXng  wunz  ma  stXl  red  and 
understand  our  prezent  prXnt,  and  the  grat  welth  av 
rXch  lxteratur  the  past  has  so  jeneruslX  stord  fpr  us  bi 
Xto  the  rederz  av  the  prezent  jenerashun  ma  adjust 
themselvz  ta  the  nu  az  tha  yuz  Xt,  and  even  fram  the 
furst  our'z  yus,  hav  lXtl  dXfXcultX  pr  dela  Xn  redXng, 
hwil  pi  wXl  be  Xnterested  and  plezd,  rather  than  trid, 
bi  notXng  how  ezXlX  and  rapXdlX  Xt  ma  be  masterd 
and  wXthout  felXng  that  Xt  must  be  fprmalX  studed 
and  lerndo   that  semz  ta  me  af  grat  Xmpprtanso 

Xt  Xz  wel  ta  bar  Xn  mind  that  the  alfabet  wad  pas 
thru  a  sezan  av  yuth,  and  wXl  be  capabl  av  tacXng  an 
Xmpravments  az  Xt  maturz  and  ajez,  and  az  nedz  apero 
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thar  never  waz  a  reznabl  ecscus  fpr  cantXnuXng 
our  crazX  cwXlt  prthagrafXo  Xt  haz  bXn  a  perpechual 
dXzaster,  and  ever  recagnizd  az  such  bi  thoz  ha  gav  Xt 
cansXderashuno  ta-da  Xts  evXlz  ar  grater  than  ever 
befor,  becpz  av  the  grater  number  and  rapXd  Xncres 
av  XnglXsh  specXng  pepl,  and  the  real  nesesXtX,  ever 
groXng,  fpr  spredXng  the  yus  av  the  XnglXsh  langwej 
amung  nan-XnglXsh-specXng  peplzo  Xt  Xz  a  fact,  wun 
wurthX  av  cansXderashun,  that  everX  ras  and  pepl 
nedz  and  wad  be  the  beter  fpr  havXng  the  yus  av  the 
XnglXsh  langwej,  and  that  XnglXsh  specXng  pepl  ned  ta 
hav  them  hav  and  yuz  Xto 

thar  never  befor  waz  a  tim  hwen  a  refprmd  prthag- 
rafX  waz  so  ezX  ta  atan  az  now,  becpz  never  befor 
wer  the  evXlz  av  our  prezent  prthagrafX  so  thurolX 
understad  bi  the  jeneral  publXc  az  now,  npr  so  menX 
planz  fpr  refprmXng  Xt  so  widlX  dXscust  and  urjd  az 
nowo 

i  da  nat  thXnc  that  a  fpls  sens  av  madestX  shad 
prevent  mi  saXng  that  never  befor  haz  thar  bXn  a 
fonetXc  alfabet  hwXch  cad  be  so  XnecspensXvlX  Xnstpld, 
so  pramptlX  and  campletlX  acwird  and  understad  bi 
jeneral  rederz,  az  the  wun  wXth  hwXch  thXs  baclet  Xz 
prXntedo  wun  ha  redz  Xt  duz  nat  ned  ta  be  told  av 
Xts  merXtso  he  duz  nat  ned  ta  hav  Xt  go  thru  the 
handz  av  a  camXte  ta  help  hXm  pas  jujment  an  Xto 
thXs  Xz  a  sampl  av  the  wurc  Xt  wXl  da,  ampl  Xn 
amount  ta  enabl  a  reder  ta  fprm  a  jujment  av  Xto  Xf 
he  can  at  furst  red  Xt  wXth  reznabl  fasXlXtX,  he  wXl  no 
that  utherz  can  plsoo  he  wXl  no  that  everX  tim  he 
redz  fonetXcalX  speld  prXnt  Xt  wXl  be  mor  ezX  than 
befor,  untxl  he  can  red  Xt  wXth  ez  and  sertentX  sur- 
pasXng  that  wXth  hwXch  he  can  manej  our  prezent 
prXnto   part  wun  shoz  a  sampl  av  hwat  the  mer  Xn. 
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troducshun  av  the  nu  leterz  ma  da  without  atempt- 
Xng  ta  spel  fonetXcalX,  ecsept  az  the  nu  leterz 
ptomatXcalX  da  soo  part  ta  shoz  fonetlc  spelXng 
thruouto  Xt  Xz  XmpasXbl  ta  red  ether  wXthout  seXng 
that  grat  Xmpravment  Xz  mad  bi  Xts  yuso 

Xt  Xz  wel  ta  not  that  thez  nu  leterz  lend  themselvz 
redXlX  ta  rXtn  wurdzo  that  Xz  nat  the  cas  wXth 
leterz  hwXch  yuz  diacrXtXcso 

hwatever  fplts  thXs  alfabet  ma  hav,  Xt  wXl  da  and 
da  wel  and  XnecspensXvlX  the  esenshal  thXngz  fpr 
hwXoh  a  fonetXc  alfabet  Xz  recwirdo  Xt  ma  be  Xn- 
trodust  Xnta  pi  curent  prXnt  pi  at  wuns  wXth  verX 
lXtl  frXcshun,  pr  wun  pr  ta  leterz  at  a  tim  wXth  no 
apreshXabl  frXcshun  hwatevero  Xt  ma  be  Xntrodust 
bi  a  cambXnashun  amung  a  number  av  publXsherz — 
a  fu  bXg  dalXz  pr  magazenz  takXng  Xt  up  wad  setl  Xt 
at  wuns — pr  bi  the  guvernment  prescribXng  a  fprmula 
fpr  Xts  gradual  Xntroducshun,  cupld  wXth  an  act 
gXvXng  markt  advantej  Xn  postej  rats  ta  thoz  ha 
camplid  tharwXth  over  thoz  ha  dXd  nat.  Xt  ma  be 
Xntrodust  Xnta  primarX  scalz  wXth  verX  lXtl  ecspenso 
a  prXmer  and  furst  reder  wad  wel  begXn  the  wurco 

can  we  aford  ta  cep  the  child  Xn  seal  untXl  16  yerz 
old,  hwen  we  can  bi  a  beter  sXstem  av  techXng,  fpr  a 
much  les  munX  cpst,  gXv  hXm  the  sam  scalarshXp  at 
14  pr  14V2  yerz  ?  can  we  lpnger  aford  ta  acsept  fram 
the  handz  av  the  techer,  our  yuths  at  16  yerz  wXth  a 
serten  degre  av  scalarshXp,  hwen  bi  a  beter  sXstem  av 
techXng,  wXth  mor  cumfprt  ta  both  pupXlz  and 
techerz,  tha  cad  atan  a  scalarshXp  ecwXvalent  ta 
IV2  ta  2  yerz  further  scalXng? 

ar  we  ta  perzXst  thru  pi  the  cumXng  ajez  Xn 
levXXng  and  calectXng  $16o00  Xn  tacsez  ta  creat  and 
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mantan  our  scalz,  hwen  bi  an  Xmpravd  sXstem  av 
techXng,  ezXlX  atand  and  much  mor  plezantlX  and 
cumfprtablX  aplid,  we  can  rech  beter  rezults  bi  a 
tacsav  fram  $12o00  ta  $13o00?  hwar  Xz  the  graft 
hwXch  camparz  ta  thXs  Xnsesant,  holsal,  valunterX 
scwanderXng  av  munX  ?  Xz  the  anglo-sacsun  an  Xn- 
campetent  ? 

ta  me  Xt  semz  that  thar  .Xz  a  vital  cweschun  up, 
and  wun  az  rip  fpr  setlment  ta-da  az  Xt  ever  wXl  beo 
Xt  Xz  thXs: — Xz  the  anglo-sacsun  ras  ta  cantXnu  in- 
defXnXtlX  ta  canduct  the  most  Xmpprtant  and  most 
ecspensXv  department  av  Xts  domestXc  ecanomX  Xn  an 
XnecscuzablX  bad  fashun,  wurs  and  mor  ecspensXvlX 
than  enX  uther  nashun  Xz  now  daXng  sXmXlar  wurc, 
hwen  Xt  can,  wXth  camparatXvlX  lXtl  Xncanvenyens, 
chanj  the  mod  ta  wun  plmost  XnfXnXtlX  beter,  and  bi 
daXng  so  sav  mXlyunz  av  dalarz  ech  yer,  and  ech  yer 
ad  mXlyunz  av  yerz  av  scalXng  ta  the  scalarshXp  av 
the  ras  ?  Xt  semz  ta  me  that  thXs  cweschun  cantanz  a 
far,  even  an  egzact  portraal  av  candXshunzo  thar  Xz 
nat  a  tras  av  over-culerXng  pr  egzajerashun  Xn  Xto 

i  belev  that  amung  thoz  ha  thXnc,  onlX  wun  anser 
ta  that  cweschun  Xz  pasXblo 


(see  next  page) 
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AN  APOLOGY 

i  tac  up  the  producshun  av  a  fonetXc  alfabet  verX 
reluctantlX.  Xn  fact,  befor  undertacXng  this  wurc  i 
sent  an  identical  leter  ta  ech  member  av  the  sXmplXfid 
spelXng  bord  pferXng  that  asosXashun  $250o00  ta  pfer 
az  a  priz  fpr  the  best  fonetXc  alfabet,  ta  be  az  partlX 
describd  Xn  mi  letero  the  pfer  waz  nat  acsepted  bi 
the  bord,  and  eventualX  i  tac  up  the  wurc  av  produs- 
Xng  a  sXmpl  fonetXc  alfabet  miselfo 

the  macXng  av  a  fonetXc  alfabet  iz  supozd  ta  be 
the  tasc  av  the  scalar,  and  av  hXm  alono  had  i  belevd 
that  ta  be  pltagether  tru,  the  wun  wXth  hwXch  thXs 
baclet  Xz  prXnted  wad  nat  hav  bXn  mado  i  am  nat  a 
scalaro  i  no  nuthXng  av  enX  langwej  ecsept  XnglXsh, 
and  mi  nalej  av  that  Xz  cwit  lXmXted,  yet  i  hav  realizd 
the  ned  av  a  fonetXc  alfabet  fpr  60  yerz,  and  hav  non 
hwi  i  wpnted  Xt,  and  hwat  i  wpnted  Xt  ta  da  fpr  me 
and  mino  i  no  Xt  Xz  neded  az  much  fpr  utherzo  Xt 
semz  cler  ta  me  that,  noXng  the  nedz,  Xt  Xz  wXthXn 
the  sfer  av  an  Xnventer  pr  av  a  cantriver  ta  mac  sutabl 
talz  ta  da  the  wurc  wXtho  Xt  Xz  tru  that  Xn  thXs  cas  Xf 
the  Xnventer  wer  plso  a  scalar,  deplX  lernd  Xn  spech 
soundz,  Xn  prthoepX,  fXlalajX,  etco,  hXz  ecwXpment 
wad  be  beter  fpr  the  wurc ;  nat  so  much  fpr  cantriv- 
Xng  the  alfabet,  but  he  wad  be  far  beter  fxted  fpr  pre- 
zentXng  Xt  ta  the  wurldo  i  hav  mXst  that  scalarshXp 
verX  much  Xn  campozXng  and  campilXng  thXs  baclet 
and  adaptXng  Xts  wurdz  ta  the  alfabet  and  i  am  ferfal 
that  menX  erarz  hav  crept  Xno  Xn  such  casez  Xt  wXl 
be  sen  that  the  fplt  acurz,  nat  fram  the  XnadecwasX 
av  the  alfabet,  but  fram  the  XncampetensX  av  the  ritero 
neseserXlX  scalarshXp  must  be  enlXsted  Xn  apliXng  and 
adjustXng  wurdz  ta  thXs  pr  enX  uther  alfabeto  the 
real  wurc  Xz  yet  ta  be  dun  after  the  alfabet  Xz  mado- 
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then  the  ecspert,  the  speshalXst,  Xz  XndXspensablo  the 
lecsXcagrafer  wXl  put  hXm  an  the  jabo  but  let  nat 
the  scalar  camplan  pr  scold  at  thXs  suden  Xntruzhun 
av  a  ranc  outsider  Xnta  hwat  he  thXncs  Xz  hXz  domana 
the  best  and  most  praper  wa  fpr  hXm  ta  sho  hXz  Xn- 
dXgnashun  Xz  ta  go  ta  wurc  and  forthwXth  mac  a 
beter  alfabeto  i  hav  wXth  ecspectansX,  wated  fpr  hXm 
ta  da  that  wurc  fpr  at  lest  50  yerzo  fpr  pi  that  tim 
thar  hav  bXn  sinz  sumhwar  an  the  horizun  that  he 
waz  about  ta  da  Xto  everXwun  ha  waz  capabl  av 
thXncXng  nu  Xt  shad  be  duno  ech  told  the  uther  av 
Xto  thar  tha  let  the  mater  drapo  az  Xt  neded  ta  be 
dun,  and  az  the  scalarz  declind  ta  da  Xt,  i  hav  had  the 
pdasXtX  ta  undertac  Xto  i  wXsh  ta  se  Xt  at  wurco  i 
am  a  patrXarc  av  a  maderetlX  numerus  prajenXo 
amung  them  ar  seven  lxtl  grat  grandchxldreno  tha 
ar  fast  aprochXng  the  tprchur  ajo  ech  da  Xn  the  yer 
7000  lxtl  pepl  lie  them  rech  the  aj  av  tprment,  and 
begXn  an  endurans  test  wXth  our  shamfal  alfabeto  Xn 
thar  strugl  mXlyunz  wXl  be  cast  asid  az  falyurz  pr  az 
barlX  mXsXng  falyur,  ha  wad  atan  sucses  Xf  tha  cad 
hav  az  gad  an  alfabet  az  thXs  ta  wurc  wXth  Xn  laXng 
the  foundashun  fpr  thar  fuchur  carerzo  i  wXsh  ta  se 
an  end  pat  ta  that  tprchuro 

thXs  must  be  mi  ecscus  and  apalojX  fpr  produsXng 
thXs  alfabeto  the  chxldren  ar  cplXng,  and  i  cad  wat 
no  lpnger  fpr  thoz  beter  cwalxfid  ta  da  the  jabo  the 
stat  av  afarz  herXn  detald  mavd  me  ta  acto  ma  Xt  da 
the  sam  fpr  yuo 

i  shal  be  glad  ta  her  fram  everXwun  ha  gets  a  capX 
av  thXs  wurco   i  wXsh  ta  no : 

furst,  hwether  the  resXpXent  persunalX  wXl  be 
wXlXng,  fpr  the  sac  av  the  gratlX  neded  Xmpravment 
Xt  wad  mac  Xn  our  prthagrafX,  ta  hav  thXs  alfabet 
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with  fonetlc  spellng  Introdust  Inta  our  curent  print 
— nuzpaperz,  magazenz,  etco — ether  pi  at  wuns  pr 
graduallo 


secand,  hwether  he  belevz  It  best  ta  Introdus  a 
fonetlc  alfabet  and  fonetlc  spellng  Intu  the  loer 
gradz  av  our  scalzo 

R.  C.  ELDR1DGE, 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 

U.  S.  A. 
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